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American Senior High 
The Role of Fiction in Our Lives: 
We first come to reading through poetry, picture books, and stories. These 
experiences are our first way of making sense of the world. These works of 
fiction, the products of imagination, carry for us truths that throughout our 
lives not only entertain us but sustain us. They offer us a chance to think 
about human issues that concern us all: love, hate, hope, fear, and the other 
emotions, problems, situations, and experiences of living. 

A good book does more than entertain and pass the lazy hours on a beach or 
the boring hours of a long plane ride; it can change us. Current research 
shows that reading fiction affects the way we interact with one another. According to recent research, 
as we read fiction, we not only learn about the characters but also more about ourselves, others, and 
how we might relate to one another. 

Notice and Note Signposts: 
Meaning is created not purely and simply from the words on a page, but from the transaction with those 
words that takes place in the reader's mind. 

Six specific features (signposts), present in most great works of fiction, help 
us to better understand character development, internal conflict, and even 
theme. These features allow readers who notice and then reflect on them to 
better understand their own responses, their own reading experiences, and 
their own interpretations of text. 

o Contrasts and Contradictions 
o Aha Moments 
o Tough Questions 
o Words of the Wiser 
o Again and Again 
o Memory Moment 

Your Task: 
After reading your assigned incoming grade level novel, complete the accompanying activity to turn into 
your English teacher by Friday, September 11, 2015. 

While reading this summer, notice these features (Signposts) and how they truly do help you follow the 
plot and develop a deeper understanding of the characters. For your 
assigned summer reading, complete a Notice and Note Signposts Log. Be 
specific and reflective in your entries. Also, be prepared to have an 
assessment and discuss these observations as well as how they influenced 
your interpretation of the book during the first few weeks of the new 
school year. A minimum of two events per signpost is expected. (Please 
feel free to include additional examples!) 

Make sure to put your name and student ID on the logs. Revise for proper 
spelling, punctuation, and sentence completion. 
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Incoming Grade 9 

The Catcher in the Rye 
By: J.D. Salinger 

Incoming Grade 12 

Speak 
By laurie Halse Anderson 

Half of 0 Yellow Sun 

By: Chimamada Ngozi Adichie 

Incoming 11th Dual Enrollment/ AP language and Composition (read all three novels) 
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How to Read Literature The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn 
like a Professor By: Mark Twain 

by Thomas C. Foster 

Incoming 12th Dual Enrollment/ AP literature and Composition (read all three novels) 
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The Great Gatsby 
By: F. Scott Fitzgerald 

Death of a Salesman 
By: Arthur Miller 

How to Read Literature 

like a Professor 

By: Thomas C. Foster 

Kite Runner 
By: Khaled Hosseini 

Cat on a Hot Tin Roof 
By: Tennessee Williams 
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Notice and Note Anchor Chart 

The~Notice and Note 
Si2l'lDOsts and Definitions 

Clues to the Signpost The QuestIon That 
follOws 

Contrasts and Contradictions 

A sharp contrast between what we 

would expect and what we observe 

the character doing: behavior that 

A character behaves or thinks in a 
way we don't expect, or an 
element of a setting is something we 
would not expect. 

Why would the character 
act (feel) this way? 

contradicts previous behavior or well

established patterns 

Aha Moment 

A character's realization of something 

Phrases, usually expressing 

suddenness. like: 

How might this change 
things? 

that shifts his actions or understanding "Suddenly I understood . .. " 

of himself, others. or the world around "It came to me in a flash that.. . " 

him "The realization hit me ... " 

"In an instant I knew ... .. 

Tough Questions 

Questions a character raises that reveal 

his or her inner struggles 

Phrases expressing serious doubt or 

confusion: 

"What could I possibly do to..... 

What does this question 
make me wonder about? 

"I couldn ' t imagine how I could 

cope with .. . " 

"How could I ever understand why 

she... " 

"Never had I been so confused 
about.. ... 

Words of the Wiser 

The advice or insight a wiser character, 

who is usually older, offers about life 

to the main character 

The main character and another are 
usually off by themselves, in a quiet. 
serious moment, and the wiser 
figure shares his/her wisdom or 
advice in an effort to help the main 
character with a problem or a 
decision. 

What's the life lesson and 
how might it affect the 
character? 

Again and Again 

Events. images. or particular words 

that recur over a portion of the novel 

A word is repeated, sometimes used 
in an odd way. over and over in 
the story. 

Why might the author 
bring this up again and 
again? 

An image reappears several times 
during the course of the book. 

Memory Moment 

A recollection by a character that 

interrupts the forward progress of the 

story 

The ongoing flow of the narrative is 
interrupted by a memory that 
comes to the character. often taking 
several paragraphs to recount 
before we are returned to events of 
the present moment. 

What might this memory 
be important? 

Taken from Notice and Note: Strategies for Close Reading by Kylene Beers & Robert Probst 



Notice and Note Signpost Log 

Contrasts and Contradictions 

Definition: The character acts in a way that is contradictory 

or unexpected given how he/she normally acts. 


Text Clue: Author shows feelings or actions the reader hasn't seen 


before or doesn't expect. 


Question: What would a character act this way? 


Where in the text does the unexpected event 
or statement show up? 

What inferences can you make about why the 
character would act this way? 

Where in the text does the unexpected event 
or statement show up? 

What inferences can you make about why the 
character would act this way? 



Notice and Note Signpost log 

Aha Moment 

Definition: The character realizes or starts to realize something 

that changes his or her actions or thinking. 


Text Clue: Characters say HI realized" or "I knew" or "Now I know why ... " 

Question: What might the character do now? 


What is the Aha Moment? What inferences can you make about what the 

What is the Aha Moment? 

will do now or think now? 

What inferences can you make about what the 
character will now or think now? 



Notice Note Signpost log 

Tough Questions 

Definition: Character asks a tough question that reveals ?~I 
his or her concerns III 

Text Clue: Character asks self or another a difficult question. 
Question: What does this question make me wonder about? 

What does it tell me about the character? 

What is the What the make me fondt:! 
about? What does it tell me about this 

What is the question? 

character? 

What does the make me wonder 
about? What does it tell me about this 
character? 



Notice and Note Signpost Log 

Words of the Wiser 

Definition: An older character (mentor, advisor, parent, etc.) 

gives advice or an insight to the main character. 


Text Clue: A wiser, often older, character offers a life lesson, 


usually in a quiet moment. 


Question: What is important about that message? 


What did I notice? What inferences can you make about why the 
message is important? 

What did I notice? What inferences can you make about why the 
message is important? 



.. _--Notice and Note Signpost Log 
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Again and Again 

Definition: The author keeps bringing up the same image, 
phrase, or reference. 

Text Clue: A repeated image, phrase, or reference. 

Question: Why do you think the author bring this idea up again 

and again? 

What is the idea or phrase that is repeated 
again and again? 

Why do you think the author keeps bringing 
up this idea? 

What is the idea or phrase that is repeated 
again and again? 

Why do you think the author keeps bringing 
up this idea? 



Notice and Note Signpost Log 

Memory Moment-Flashback 

Definition: The author interrupts the flow of the story 
by letting the character remember something. 

Text Clue: "1 suddenly remembered ... "; "I remember. .. "; or "Thinking back ... " 

Question: Why might this memory be important? 


What did the character remember? Why might the memory be important? 

What did the character remember? Why might the memory be important? 


