
“Self-Reliance” by Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Essay Study 

 

There are seven different sections of this excerpt from the much longer essay. We will divide into seven 

groups with each group in charge of answering questions regarding their section.  

 

Your group is responsible for TEACHING the assigned portion of the essay using whatever tools you 

would like to use. You will be graded on the presentation and each group will turn in the answers to the 

questions for their section.  

 

Each individual is responsible for annotating the entire essay. You will annotate the section your group is in 

charge of, as well as annotating during the presentations of the other sections. You must participate in the 

group in order to receive full credit.  

 

Section 1: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note 2 aphorisms/assertions 

5. Find and note 2 examples of parallelism or anaphora. 

6. Find an example of antithesis. 

7. Find one single word that is either confusing or obviously important and look at the broader 

meaning by taking the word out five slashes. 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

Section 2: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note an aphorism/assertion 

5. Find and note an example of metonymy (Look at your Toolbox for definition and example). 

6. Find one single word that is either confusing or obviously important and look at the broader 

meaning by taking the word out five slashes. 

7. Interpret the phrase “transcendent destiny.” 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

Section 3: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note an aphorisms/assertions 

5. Find and note an example of metonymy. 

6. Find and note an example of an anecdote. 

7. Find one single word that is either confusing or obviously important and look at the broader 

meaning by taking the word out five slashes. 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

Section 4: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note examples of syntactical repetition. 

5. Identify the antecedent for the pronoun “it” for three sentences (It is the harder…) 

6. Find and note an example of legal diction. 

7. Find one single word that is either confusing or obviously important and look at the broader 

meaning by taking the word out five slashes. 



8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

Section 5: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note an example of negative diction. 

5. Find and note an example of antithesis (contrasting ideas or phrases or words). 

6. Find and note an example of a rhetorical question and discuss its importance to the section. 

7. What is the best synonym for the word “feminine”? 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

Section 6: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note Emerson’s definition of “consistency” in the first paragraph. 

5. Find and note an example of personification. 

6. Find and note two examples of rhetorical questions and explain the importance to the section 

7. Find the biblical allusion and explain its relevance. 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

Section 7: 

1. Read the section silently to yourselves, annotating naturally. 

2. Read the section aloud. Discuss meaning. 

3. SAP it. (Subject, Audience, Purpose) 

4. Find and note an aphorisms/assertions. Explain the opening aphorism thoroughly. 

5. Find and note an example of a simile. 

6. What is a “right fool’s word”? Explain the meaning according to Emerson. 

7. Find one single word that is either confusing or obviously important and look at the broader 

meaning by taking the word out five slashes. 

8. Paraphrase the passage without losing the purpose (as presented in your SAP). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


